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The facts ………………………………………..……
on
Municipal Involvement in Affordable Housing Solutions
Throughout the past decade, the number of British Columbian households experiencing difficulty finding secure, affordable housing has increased dramatically. Housing costs have increased greatly, while rising construction costs have made developing affordable units unprofitable on the private market. As a result, many municipalities across the province are facing a housing affordability crisis. 

There is a growing consensus among those working in community services that there is a direct relationship between the availability of high quality, affordable housing in a community and the health and well-being of that community. A good supply of safe, secure and affordable housing is the foundation for a healthy community. An investment in affordable housing is therefore an investment in the community at large. 
The role of local government
Municipal government is government at the community level – government that affects all of us on a day-to-day basis. As level of government most accessible to the public, municipalities are well-positioned to respond to local needs. Local governments have control over policy areas that can significantly impact housing affordability, including – but not limited to - land availability, zoning regulations, and development fees.
The upcoming civic elections are your opportunity to choose a municipal council that will ensure that your community uses these policy tools to address local housing affordability needs.   

Municipal tools for affordable housing
There are many simple things your municipality can do to relieve the housing crisis and support the development and preservation of affordable housing stock in your community. They can protect the existing social housing stock, lease land at below-market rates to non-profit housing providers, negotiate with developers for affordable units, prohibit conversion and demolition of rental units, and waive development permit charges or fast-track the approval process for affordable housing developments. They can explore creative solutions like laneway housing, secondary suites, and shared equity housing. They can also lobby senior levels of government to commit funding for affordable housing and improve access to vital social and support services. 
Safe, secure, and affordable housing is the foundation for a healthy community. This November 15th, elect a municipal council that will take a leadership role in supporting affordable housing in your community.   
�








BC Non-Profit Housing Association


