
 

 

 

Shovel to Break Ground in 2007! 

On Saturday, January 6, the eight members of the Bowen Community Housing Association (BCHA) board gathered for a day of reflec-
tion and goal setting at Rivendell. After many creative and constructive hours, we devel-
oped a vision of our island as a model community that promotes and celebrates diversity, 
sustainability, and culture through the provision of affordable housing for all. With apolo-
ƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊŜŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘΗέ  

But most exciting of all is that we identified our immediate goal for 2007 and here it is:  

By the end of 2007, we will be breaking ground on two acres of land in the Cove to 
build 20 units of affordable housing that serve the needs of a spectrum of community 
members. 

To this end, the Board is 
committed to developing 
a clear and workable 

plan over the next several months that will bring our goal to reality. 
The shovel has become our unofficial logo going forward! 

Thank You Kathryn! 

Our heartfelt thanks to Kathryn Thomson for her patient and enthusiastic facilitation of the day-long Board retreat in January. She in-
spired the group to really engage in a meaningful series of dialogues that left all of us in a state of hyperactive inspiration!  Kathryn 
was also our inspiring facilitator for the Housing Symposium in June, as well as for many meetings of the extraordinary group of people 
who came together monthly at the Gallery during 2006 to lay the foundation for the strong organization, programs and leadership that 
the BCHA has today.  

The directors of the board of the Bowen Community Housing Association, were 
elected at the AGM in November. Left to right: Sara Baker, Carol Cram, Lyle 
Gross, Gordon Reid, Deborah Kirby, Richard Best, Robin Burger, and Tim Wake. 
Founding board members Dave Witty and Kathryn Thomson did not stand for re
-election, and their outstanding contributions were recognized at the AGM.  

Abbeyfield Corner 

Abbeyfield is moving forward!  We are working with 
Sorenson Fine Homes, investigating ways to finance the 
planned seniors' residence at a time when construction 
costs have skyrocketed.   

The Abbeyfield board has recently welcomed Don Nicolson 
as a new member.  Don brings a wealth of skills and exper-
tise related to building as well as great commitment to serv-
ing the needs of seniors on Bowen.  Stay tuned for more 
details on our progress in the near future. Faye White 

Kathryn Thom-
son helps the 
Board vision 
success while 
Board Member 
Tim Wake listens 
intently. 

What is Affordable Housing? 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΩ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜπ
cific meaning.  There is more than one definition.  For a long and 
interesting read, there is the text of the UN Housing Declaration 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(symbol)/ 
 
In Canada, our housing consultant, Margaret Eberle, tells us that 
a widely-used definition is: housing that does not exceed 30% of 
income for households with mid- to low-income levels. 
 
Other definitions include reference to housing (other than spe-
cial needs) that is matched to stages and conditions in life which 
include, for example, single working youth, young families, single 
parents, and elderly couples needing limited home support. 
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